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- Dorothy Grant is a First Nations 
fashion designer from Haida 
Gwaii. 
-She took her formal training at 
the Helen Lefeaux School of 
Fashion Design in Vancouver BC.
- In 1988, she became the first to 
merge Haida art and fashion.
- 1994 was the year Mrs. Grant 
opened her first store front, it was 
in downtown Vancouver.

© Kiyoshi Togashi

Intro to Dorothy Grant

“I don’t think you can take the design and the art without taking the 
people as well... I think when that is done ... you have completely empty 
images conforming only to the formal aspects of the art, without any 
felling for the emotion behind them.” Bill Reid, Haida artist.



a bit about the mediums that 
Dorothy grant uses

- Dorothy Grant uses very high end 
fabrics for her designs. 

- 100% fine webbing silk, virgin wool, 
cashmere, and lambskin, are the main 
fabrics that she uses in her designs.

- In the photo to the left you can see how 
wonderfully she knows her fabrics, how 
she has designed the dress to drape 
beautifully, while still being fairly simple.

- Dorothy really knows how to let the 
simple silhouette, and few colors bring 
out the best in the eagle silk screening on 
the skirt of the dress. 

Eagle Gala Dress 
(dg gold label)



The Bolero is another feastwear classic 
label. This was her first design after 

finishing fashion design school in 1988. 
There is eagle, killer whale and may other 

versions of this bolero. The buttons are 
mother of pearl. The garment itself is 
made out of a cashmere wool blend.

Raven Bolero

-Dorothy Grant has been the trend setter in the form of First 
Nations art as fashion in modern day BC. 

- I really love how each one of her designs are unique and she 
really lets the art speak for itself. 

- On the Raven Bolero her button border is beautiful, and 
reminds me of traditional button blankets. 

- The appliquéd red Raven design is of the traditional formline 
technique, and just pops from the black background of the 
bolero.

- The raven on the back seems to be looking at you like “Yes I 
know I’m a trickster, and I’ve got my eye on you.”



Dorothy Grant’s thoughts 
on her work

This was taken from an interview done by Dr. Jessica 
Metcalfe in 2010

- In answer to a question about whether or not her art 
can be understood by many different nations she said 
“Yes..to understand the art in fashion, rather than a 
totem pole. It becomes more communal.”

- Dorothy Grant spoke about in order for people to really 
understand Haida art they need to know more about the 
culture “That it’s more about progression of Haida 
people. They first must see the evolution of Haida art and 
its people and what we have evolved from. For instance, 
from about 1850 we were nearly extinct from diseases 
like small pox. Our population was decimated by 90 % 
from contact. And there’s so much that can be said for 
the period between then and now, our contemporary 
culture. It’s like colonialism, social oppression, and how 
we have overcome that. Haida people refuse to be 
victims. Again, it’s about claiming what is rightfully 
ours.”

- “If I have helped to elevate the way a person feels about 
themselves in my clothing, then I have done my job 
well.” Blue Raven Swing Coat

Eagle Silk Lining



My thoughts
 - I am looking into and am interested in fashion design, more 
children's clothing or TV and film costuming than haut couture 
and the whole fashion runway part of design. I’m not sure what 
post secondary fashion school I will go to, or even if I will end 
up attending one.   

- I have looked into how many years of schooling I would have 
to take in order for me to become any sort of designer, also how 
much it would cost me. 

- Dorothy Grant’s work inspires me to try out my own style of 
design, perhaps something from my heritage.

- I love the smooth lines in and on her work.

- Simple is sometimes best.                 

- “Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, 
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith and in purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12. This is one of my 
favorite verses, it inspires me to set an example, even though I 
am young I can design clothing, setting an example for others. 
And in doing so I must strive to live in accordance with the 
words of God. 



Awards and Accomplishments
- Dorothy Grant has accomplished much in her carer as a fashion designer.

- 2010 Winter Olympics BC Awards Ceremony featured in world wide coverage – Fashion 
Parade
- 2010 Winter Olympics – Featured in Vancouver House as one of the Best “Green Practice 
Businesses” in Vancouver
- 2010 Voted One of 100 Most Influential Women in British Columbia by Vancouver Sun 
Newspaper
- 2009 BC Achievement Award for Individual Lifetime Achievement Award in Business
- 2008 Honored at Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, “A Single 
Thread: Celebrating Native American Indian Design & Style” design award, New York, NY
- 2006 Raven Cape painted in portrait of Kim Campbell , House of Commons, Ottawa, ON
- 2006 Best of the West Fashion Show at the BC House with 11 BC designers, Turin, Italy
- 2004 Royal Canadian Academy Prestigious Award for the Arts
- 2003 Asper Business Institute – “Business Woman of the Year” award, Winnipeg, MB
- 1999 National Aboriginal Achievement Business Award, Regina, SK
- 1997 Honorary Doctorate of Law Degree from the University of Northern BC for business
- 1996 Smithsonian Museum Auction – piece sold for the highest bid of $8300.00 USD, 
New York
- 1995 Cultural Wealth finale designer for Apparel BC Commonwealth Games, Vancouver, 
BC
- 1994 Dorothy Grant Boutique opened in Sinclair Center, downtown Vancouver, BC
- 1993 Winds of Change design competition – “Best Designer” award.
- 1989 launched the Feastwear label – Premier fashion show Hotel Vancouver



examples of Dorothy Grant’s Designs

Butterfly Jewel 
Button Jacket

Butterfly Jewel 

One Shoulder Dress in 
Silk and Jersey

Superfine She-Wolf 
Men's Suit Jacket

Dorothy Grant is a 
good steward of the 
resources God has 

given to us.
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- Laura McDonald (aka my mom)
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